The purpose of IMPACT: Teaching and Learning for the 21st Century is to ensure that the graduates of schools in South Carolina have participated in meaningful learning experiences with real world implications. This information literacy and technology integration guide will give teachers, library media specialists, and other educators another tool for helping their students become lifelong learners.

 

The term information literacy (IL) is still a new concept to many in education but it has been around for quite some time. Paul G. Zurowski coined the term in 1974 when he said that an information literate individual was “anyone who had learned to use a wide range of information sources in order to solve problems at work and in his or her daily life.” (Grassian, Information Literacy Instruction, 5) Today the most widely accepted definition appears on the web page for the National Forum on Information Literacy (<http://www.infolit.org>):



Information Literacy is defined as the ability to



know when there is a need for information, to 



be able to identify, locate, and effectively use



that information for the issue or problem at



hand.

 


To be successful and productive in the current and future information-rich society, today’s students must be given the tools of information literacy. No longer are teachers the sole possessors of all knowledge that students need. Educators must move from center stage to the sidelines, becoming coaches, facilitators, and guides nurturing their students to take responsibility for their own learning. IMPACT: Teaching and Learning for the 21st Century is designed to serve as a roadmap for instructional change in our classrooms and school library media centers.

 


As educators move into the role of coach and facilitator, embracing and integrating the components of information literacy into the classroom and media center, students and teachers will come together forming a learning community. Teachers will know what they want their students to learn and experience and provide constructive ways for student success. Students will experience an acceptance of their ideas, beliefs, and interpretations as they apply new information to their current knowledge base creating new knowledge. 

 

In this “new” classroom, teachers and students move in and out of the roles of teacher and learner. Teaching and learning in this atmosphere becomes an interactive process. (Monseau, Seeing Ourselves in the Mirror, 81) Students will be engaged in their learning and voluntarily move from just “doing school,” employing such unethical behavior as plagiarism, to actively participation, analyzing information, and assisting their fellow students in learning. Student-centered learning in an inquiry-based instructional atmosphere will provide the infrastructure necessary to meet the No Child Left Behind legislation requirement that every student function at the “proficient” level by 2014. 

